CAMP EAGLE ISLAND

National GS implemented a reorganization that required many Councils nationally to merge

October of 2008

GS council of Essex & Hudson officially merged with Washington Rock & Rolling Hills Councils. There was a complete overhaul of staff, many were offered a retirement package. Pete Benson took the retirement package.  

Dec. 2008  

Year end fund appeal from GSHNJ Council.   For the first time no opportunity to designate funds for Friends of Eagle Island.  Many alums designate for EIC anyway.

 
Feb 2009

Brochures for camp were sent out to only the girls that attended camp last year, Service Unit Managers & Leaders. Scouts who did not attend camp last summer were sent postcards, many of which were never received.

Feb 2 
Rebekah Anderson hired on as Director of EIC for this summer

March 2008

Pete Benson was contracted back by council to “look in on the island & report any damages” along with another man hired part time & temporary to do the same. Council states they are in the process of looking for a property manager.
April 4 2009

Friends of EIC reunion held in Brookline, Mass continues to try to support Eagle Island in whatever means is needed. They feel they are getting resistance & no cooperation from the new council.  Letter from Susan Brooks stating that Eagle island registration for campers is "way ahead of last year with 2 1/2 months to go."

 

April 2009

Following the reunion, alumnae again request permission to do fund raising for Eagle Island for the summer session---camperships, operating expenses, whatever is needed. It was not   permitted.  Still over $2,300 is sent in by alums unsolicited, who attended the reunion. 

 

May 1

Rebekah notifies GS Council that due to constraints at her real job, she will not be able to be director of EIC this summer (much to her disappointment)

May 19, 2009 (3 days before work weekend)

Council announces that the Oval day camp is not going to happen this summer due to low enrollment and that enrollment is down for all camps this summer.

May 20 2009
A group of three council staff members went up to the Island & met with Pete to see what needed to be done. They reported back that “the Island is in terrible shape, there is a power line down, the water, propane & electric have not been turned on and the LBH is not in the water.” The new CEO (Susan Brooks) decided that work weekend is cancelled.  

AT THIS TIME:

There is no director, or property manager. There are 230 girls registered for Eagle Island for this summer.  We do not know if there is a nurse or other staff yet hired for resident camp this summer. Many people have tried contacting council over the past 3 months about family camp, getting many different answers. Women’s weekend is still scheduled to happen June 18-21.
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP

There is a core group of adults working on addressing council. It must be done in a very professional way. At this time we are collecting facts. If you have had any contact with Council since Oct 2008 in regards to Eagle Island, we need to know the date, time, who you spoke with, about what & what the follow up was if any. We can’t take hearsay, rumors & emotional concerns. Our goal right now is how we can help to get Eagle Island up & running. You can email you information to loveallgreengroves@verizon.net
